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After a hard past, she had found joy 


Transgender activist’s 
murder sends shock waves 


By Evan Allen and Laura Crimaldi 
GLOBE STAFF 

NORTH ADAMS — They were married on the 
shore of Windsor Lake in April. The trees had just 
begun to unfurl their bright green buds; the wind 
still carried a chill. Christa Leigh Steele-Knud- 
slien wore a wedding dress she had made herself, 
with beads stitched lovingly to the bodice, and 
Mark Steele-Knudslien told her she was unlike 
anyone he had ever met. 

“That’s why I fell in love with you,” he said in 
his vows, recalled Christa’s friend A. Vickie Bois- 
seau, an ordained elder in the Presbyterian 
church who officiated the small, private ceremo- 
ny last year. 


A. VICKIE BOISSEAU 


Christa Leigh Steele-Knudslien and her 
husband Mark Steele-Knudslien. 


This was Christa’s dream, her friends said: a 
handsome man who adored her. They had moved 
into a new place together, a fixer-upper that they 
were renovating room by room. She baked for 
him. He painted and hammered and laid floor- 
ing. 

Nine months later, on Jan. 5, Mark walked in- 
to the Adams Police Department and told an offi- 
cer that he had done something very bad. Christa 
was dead. He had smashed her head with a ham- 
mer, he allegedly said, and buried a stainless steel 
kitchen knife in her back. 

News of her death ricocheted around the town 
and the Internet, the first known murder of a 
transgender person in 2018, in what activists say 
is an all-too-common occurrence. In 2017, the 
Human Rights Campaign counted 28 transgen- 
der people killed in America — the highest annu- 
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The Patriots thrashed the Tennessee Titans, 35-14, in the AFC divisional round playoff game at Gillette Stadium in 
Foxborough Saturday. New England advanced to its seventh straight AFC Championship game. Score, D1. 


Investors fear tarnish in Lynch’s crown jewel 


The celebrity chef goes back to 
the kitchen amid financial concerns 


By Janelle Nanos 
GLOBE STAFF 

By almost any measure, the 
past year was a remarkable one 
for chef Barbara Lynch. 

Lynch’s James Beard-award- 
winning restaurant, No. 9 Park, 
is about to celebrate its 20th 
anniversary. Last April, she was 
named one of Time magazine’s 
most influential people in the 
world. That was the same 
month she published her mem- 
oir, “Out of Line” — now op- 
tioned for film — which traces 
her climb from the projects of 
Southie to the head of a $20 
million, seven-restaurant em- 


pire. 

But behind the scenes, Men- 
ton, the restaurant she consid- 
ers her crown jewel, has strug- 
gled. Many investors share a 
growing concern about the res- 
taurant’s financial viability and 
are worried about its future. 
Failure, some say, could harm 
not only her empire but also 
her reputation. 

For Lynch, Menton has rep- 
resented just how far she has 
come. One of three restaurants 
that she has operated on Con- 
gress Street for nearly a decade, 
it has earned Relais & Chateaux 
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Barbara Lynch has run three Seaport restaurants for nearly a decade. 
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Missile attack alert 
was sent to cellphones 


By Adam Nagourney, 
David E. Sanger, and Johanna Barr 
NEW YORK TIMES 

An early-morning emergency alert mistaken- 
ly warning of an incoming ballistic missile at- 
tack was dispatched to cellphones across Ha- 
waii on Saturday, setting off widespread panic 
in a state that was already on edge because of 
escalating tensions between the United States 
and North Korea. 

The alert, sent by the Hawaii Emergency 
Management Agency, was revoked nearly 40 
minutes after it was issued, prompting confu- 
sion over why it was released — and why it took 
so long to rescind. State officials and residents 
of a normally tranquil part of the Pacific, as well 
as tourists swept up in the panic, immediately 
expressed outrage. 

“What happened today was totally unaccept- 
able,” Governor David Y. Ige said. “Many in our 
community were deeply affected by this. Iam 
sorry for that pain and confusion that anyone 
might have experienced.” 

Officials said the alert was the result of 
human error and not the work of hackers or a 
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Can slash and 
earn Strategy 


save the news? 


Herald bidder buys ailing 
papers — and shrinks them 


By Mark Arsenault 
GLOBE STAFF 

PROVIDENCE — Cost cutting is a fact of life in 
the newspaper industry. At GateHouse Media, 
the country’s largest newspaper chain, it is prac- 
ticed with a discipline that the company says is 
essential for survival — but that critics say is suf- 
focating local journalism. 

The future of newspapers in Massachusetts 
may hinge on which view is right. Already the 
owner of nine Massachusetts dailies from 
Worcester to Quincy to Cape Cod — and more 
than 100 weekly papers and shoppers — Gate- 
House has its sights on Boston. 

The company is one of two bidders seeking to 
acquire the Boston Herald, the feisty tabloid that 
declared bankruptcy in December. GateHouse de- 
clined to discuss its plans for the Herald, saying it 
must first beat out Revolution Capital Group, a 
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